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Publisher’s Note 


It was six years ago that ISLAMIC 
FOUNDATION TRUST published the first 
edition of al-Tibyan in Tamil. This book which 
is meant to teach the reader the Arabic alphapet 
with Qur’anic orientation is based on some of 
the latest advanced teaching principles and has 
considerably cut down the learning period. 

The need for an English version of this book 
has long been felt. Such a version has now 
become a reality, al-hamdu lillah. 

We hope this English version will prove as 
useful as the Tamil book has proved to be. 

Audio, CD of this book will be released in 
due course. 

May Allah Ta c ala help us to serve the 
language of His Glorious Book. 

01-01 -2000 M.A. JAMEEL AHMED 

CHENNAI - 12 General Secretary 
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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION 


All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the universe, and 
peace and blessings of Allah be upon the noblest of 
His Messenger Muhammad, his household and his 
companions. 

This book was first published in January 2000. It has 
been well received not only in India, but also in some 
other countries, al-hamdu lillah. I have great 
pleasure in presenting this revised edition. The most 
important change that I have made in this edition is 
to replace the hand- written Quranic text at the end 
of the book with a computerized version which will 
greatly help the users of the book to read the Qur’anic 
text easily. • 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta' ala make this 
edition more useful than the previous one, and help 
the students learn the language of the Glorious 
Qur’an better. 

al-Madinah al - Munawwarah V. Abdur Rahim 
Dhu 1-Hijjah 05, 1426 AH 
Janaury 05, 2006 CE 
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PREFACE 


All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the universe, and peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon His messenger Muhammad, his 
household and his companions. ' 

This book is meant to teach Indian students how to read the 
Qur’anic Arabic through English. It is presumed that those who 
use this book are familiar with the speech-sounds which are 
common to most Indian languages. 

This book is based on the following principles: 

a. The speech-sounds of one language vis-a-vis those of 
another fall under three categories: 

1 . Completely identical 

2. Similiar but not identical 

3. Totally different. 

The Arabic sounds have been presented in this book in this 
order. 

b. From the very outset the consonants are taught with the 
vowel-signs. 

c. In each lesson only one letter, vowel-sign or rule of 
orthography is taught. 
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d. Words in the exercises are made up of only those 
letters, vowel-signs and orthographical rules which the 
students have already learnt. So the students can read 
the words by themselves. 

The teacher explains the new element in each lesson. Then 
the students read the words by themselves without the help of 
the teacher. The teacher moves to the next lesson only after all 
the students have thoroughly understood this new element. 

May Allah subhanahu wa ta ‘ala make this book useful, and 
help the students leam the language of the Quran better. 

Madinah Munawwarah 

Ramdhan 16, 1420 AH V.Abdur Rahim 
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INTRODUCTION 


Arabic is written from right to left. The Arabic alphabet has 29 
letters, which are consonants and long vowels. Unlike English, short 
vowels have no letters; they are represented by signs placed above or 
below the letters. If English were to be written in the Arabic way, we 
would write the words man, did and put\\k.Q :mn, dd,pt! 

All the letters in a word are joined to each other. Six of them are 
joined to the previous letter only. 

Most of the letters have two forms. One of them is the independent 
form, also used with slight change at the end of the word when joined to 
the preceding letter. The other is the form used in the initial and medial 
positions. A few letters have four forms, and a few remain unchanged in 
whatever position they occur. In this book when a letter is introduced, its 
other form or forms are also given. 

The following are the vowels signs, their names, their positions 
and their pronunciations : 

* The sign — called the fathah, is pronounced as u in sun. In 
our phonetic transcription it is represented by a . It is placed above the 

letter, e.g.,^ ma. 
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* The— sign called the kasrah, is pronounced as i in pin. In our 
phonetic transcription it is represented by i. It is placed below the letter, 

e.g., £ mi. 

In the Indian subcontinent the kasrah in an open syllable is 
pronounced as e in bed. This is wrong. 

* The sign 2- called the dammah, is pronounced as u in put. In 
out phonetic transcription it is represented by u. It is placed above the letter 

e.g., (» mu. 

In the Indian subcontinent the dammah in an open syllable is 
pronounced as o in November. This is wrong. 

* The sign — — — doubl efathah, double dammah and double 
kasrah , at the end of a word are pronounced as an, un and in respectively. 

* The sign _z_ called the sukun denotes the absence of a vowel, 

* 

» / _ . » 
e.g., mam, p-* mim, p-* mum. 

* The sign — called the shaddah denotes doubling of a 
consonant, e.g., ^ mamma , p-* mammi , j%-* mammu. 
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Lesson 1 
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NOTE: 


The kasrah is always pronounced like i in pin. In the Indian 
subcontinent it is pronounced as e in bed in an open syllable. This is 
wrong. 

The dammah is always pronounced like u in put. Ih the Indian 
subcontinent it is pronounced like o inNovember in an open syllable. This 
is wrong. 
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Lesson 2 




O’ 

O’ 


tu 

ti 

ta 


Note : This is pronounced like 

/ 

the Hindi cT. 

# 










♦ ^ 








* 



* 








. 





3 
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Lesson 3 


Jl 

♦ 

T* 


bu 

bi 

ba 



♦♦ 


tu 

ti 

ta 


Note : These are the forms of <— and O when they are 
connected to other letters. 
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Lesson 4 



Note : This sign ^ signifies the absesnce of a vowel. 
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Lesson 5 




Note : This sign signifies the doubling of the consonant. 
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Lesson 6 
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Lesson 7 
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°S X 


Lesson 8 




* 

\ 

1 

\ 

’u 

’i 

’a 
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Lesson 9 



$ 

? 

■ 

? 

mun 

mu 
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Lesson 10 



u 

f 

ma 

ma 


Note : a as a in father. 

i j 6 b 
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Lesson 11 
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Lesson 12 
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Note that ^ is written V when not joined to the previous letter, and 
when joined to the previous letter. 
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Lesson 13 
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Lesson 14 




da 


Note : This letter is like the Hindi 
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l J \ 
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Lesson 15 



£ 

di 

di 


Note : i as i in machine . 



Note : — ■> is the initial and medial form of i£. 
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♦♦ ^ 


r? 

♦ ^ 

mi 

min 

mit 

mib 
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Lesson 16 



s' 

t 

ja 
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Lesson 17 


~ * 

J A 

* 

$ 

du 

du 


✓ 


Note : u as u in rule. 
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Lesson 18 




i; 

♦ 

L 

♦ 

ba’ 

ba 



b 

1 

L4 

ma 5 

/\ 

ma 
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Lesson 19 
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Vs \ 
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Lesson 20 
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Lesson 21 





t ^ s' ' 
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Lesson 22 




Note ; This letter occurs only at the end of a word. 
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o 
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Lesson 23 



Note : This letter is like sh in she. 
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Lesson 24 



& 


dai 

>\ 

di 


Note : ai sounds like ie in die or i in time. It does not sound like the diphthong 

in the Urdu - Hindi (bull). In the Indian subcontinent it is 

pronounced like this Urdu - Hindi sound which is wrong . 



♦ ^ 

) j 

** 
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Lesson 25 



* 


Note : When this letter has fathah, kasrah or dammah it is pronounced as a 
consonant, i.e. as ya, yi, yu. 
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♦ 





♦ 

Two dots 
above 

Two dots 
below 

One dot 
above 

One dot 
below 

ta 

ya 

na 

ba 
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Lesson 26 




dau 

du 


Note : au sounds like ow in cow or ou in sound. It does not sound like the 
diphthong in the Urdu - Hindi word 0 £ cj^f (who). In the Indian subcontint 
it is pronounced like this Urdu - Hindi diphthong which is wrong. 
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dau 

dai 
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Lesson 27 



Note : If this letter has fathah, kasrah or dammah it is pronounced like- 
consonant, i.e. as wa, wi, wu. 

This letter is pronounced by bringing the corners of the mouth togethei 
It should not be pronounced like the English v which is pronounced with th 
upper teeth coming in contact with the lower lip. 

J 

& *9 s' 
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Lesson 28 
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Lesson 29 
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Note that this letter has a different form in the final position. 
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0 

0 

ha 

ta 
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Lesson 30 
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Lesson 31 
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Lesson 32 



2 

* 

z 

Note : This is a lisped pronunciation of z . While pronoucing it the tip of the 
tongue is just below the front upper teeth. 
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\j'\ 



Lesson 33 
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9 



* 


cUIp 


♦ ♦ 
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Lesson 34 
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Lesson 35 




Note : This is the velarized form of t. Velarization means slightly curving t 
tongue and raising it towards the velum, i.e., the soft palate. 
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• * 


Lesson 36 




This is the velarized form of s. For velarization see Lesson 35. 
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Lesson 37 




Note : This letter is pronounced from the middle of the throat. 
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c 

t 

c 

No dot 

One dot 

One dot 

above 

below 

ha 

kha 

ja 
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Lesson 38 




Note : This is a lisped pronunciation of s. While pronouncing it the tip of the 
tongue is just below the front upper teeth. 
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♦ 








♦ 

Two dots 
below 

One dot 
above 

Three dots 
above 

Two dots 
above 

One dot 
below 

ya 

na 

sa 

% 

ta 

ba 
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Lesson 39 




Note : This letter is pronounced from the middle of the throat. 
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/ 

t 

L 

One dot 

No 

above 

dot 

gha 

‘a 
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Lesson 40 




Note : This is the velarized form of S • For velarization see Lesson 35. 
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♦♦ t ♦ r> ^ 

4^2-P y* 



♦ 

£ 

s' 

♦ 

J 

za 

♦ 

za 

za 


s' 

s' 

Jp 

J? 

One dot 

•No 

above 

dot 

za 

ta 
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Lesson 41 




Note : This letter is pronounced by bringing the right side of the tongue close 
to the molars while raising the back of the tongue towards the velum. 
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cF 3 

<> 

One dot above 

No dot 

d a 

' • 

sa 

• 


71 


For Personal use Only. Courtesy of Institute of the Language of the Qur'an (LQToronto.com), 

and by kind permission of Shaykh Dr. A. Abdur Raheem 


Lesson 42 
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\ 
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Lesson 43 







£ 



’a 


Note : The letter hamzah has two basic forms : J and The second form is 
written either independently or above J and — * . If the medial hamzah has 
kasrah, it is written below the — t . When hamzah is written above or below 
the letter its dots are omitted. See these forms in lessons 43 and 44. 
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Lesson 44 
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Lesson 45 


£ 

£ 

’an 

’a 


Note : Double fathah at the end of the word is pronounced an. 
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\\ ^ 


X w 



0 

6 

tan 

ta 
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b 

S 

dan 

da 


Note : If the last letter is other than hamzah or round ta an alif is added with 
the double fathah, but this alif is not pronounced. 
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Lesson 46 



Note : Sometimes the sign of the long a is written above the letter. 
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Lesson 47 



Note : The inverted dammah is pronounced long u. 







81 
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• » 


Lesson 48 



The vertical kasrah is pronounced long i. 
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Lesson 49 



II 

ur 

CT; 

ba 

_ y\ 

bi 


Note : At the end of cetrain words the letter <S is written which is not 

pronounced. It is always preceded by either the short alif or double fathah. If 

^ > & 2 

preceded by double fathah it is pronounced an as hudan, tS^ sudan. 
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Lesson 50 



Note : An alif without any vowel-sign following a waw (j) at the end of 

JL ^ ^ 

word is not pronounced, e.g. \ jjU tabu. 
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Lesson 51 



Note : An alif without any vowel-sign at the beginning of a word is not 
pronounced when preceded by another word. 
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Lesson 52 




Note : The letter waw ( j) without a vowel - sign is not pronounced in 

*♦ \ ^ 

certain words, e.g., © J which is pronounced : zakat- un. 
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Lesson 53 


Jt * 

jjjl 

«s — - 

\ 

ulu 

utiya 


Note : The letter waw ( j) without any vowel - sign is not pronounced 
certain words, e.g., which is pronounced’: ’ulu, not : ’ulu 
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Lesson 54 


Ul_& 

\Lk 

dLLisJl ^ 

(>? 

S x 9 * 

♦ 

fL-L-J) Ji 

Ji 


Note : A long a, i or u is shortened if followed by the unpronounced alif 
mentioned in Lesson 5 1 . 
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Lesson 54(A) 


The lunar& the solar letters 



The lunar letters 

The father 


1 

The door 

♦ » 

4 

The neighbour 

juji 

c 

Praise 


c 

The bread 

^ O"' 

c 

The eye 

* W 


The cloud 

« x ^ / 


The mouth 

^ . i ■ ■ ^ ii 3 1 

lJ 

The moon 

S V s 

> ' * li 

j a* A ) ) 

J 

The dog 

dJLiO 

t 

ii 

The water 

4 ^ ^ 

ic Ji 

r 

The air 

4 ^ 


The boy 

J z' / 

jJp 

3 

The hand 

a 

ijJl 

H 

iS 
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Lesson 54 (B) 


The solar letters 

The fig 

V- " tl 


The dress 

a & s 

4*3^1 

* 

The house 

jljJl 

Q 

The male 

J-jJ\ 

Q 

The man 

fc'J 



J 

The olive 

* v ^ 55 

0 j-LjjJI 

4 

J 

The year 

i' * tf 

cT 

The sun 

3? / 

* z * \\ 

♦ 

& 

The fast 

\yX\ 


The guest 

♦♦ 


The birds 


Js5 

The shadow 

> ^ x 


The meat 

a ** y 

,UaJi 

J 

The light 

jjJjl 

0 


The tip or the blade of the tongue is used iu pronouncing the solar letters. 

■ j s 

The J of Jl is assimilated to the solar letters: is pronounced at-tinu, 

not ai-tinu 
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Lesson 54 (C) 

THE ARABIC LETTERS 
AND THEIR NAMES 


c 

c 



♦ 

i 

ha 

♦ 

jim 

sa 

ta 

ba 

alif 

<j*. 


J 



♦ 

c 

sin 

zay 

ra 

zal 

dal 

kha 

t 



J* 

u* 

u* 

‘ain 

za 

• 

ta 

dad 

% 

sad 

m 

shin 

r 

J 

ii 

L? 


* 

L 

mim 

lam 

kaf 

qaf • 

fa 

ghain 


£ 

L $ 

*Y 


O 

hamzah 

ya 

waw 

ha 

nun 
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Lesson 55 

Letters can be joined to one another in different ways. Here are some examples: 



Some letters have more than one form : 
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Lesson 56 



When a sakin 0 at the end of a word is followed by J <• J or f, it 
gets totally assimilated to the following letter 1 . To indicate this, 
the letters J, J and f carry shaddah , e.g., 

. 55 

diJwU <Zrf is pronounced : mil ladunka (not : min ladunka). 

is pronounced : mir rusulina (not : min rusulina). 

i s pronounced : mim masad (not : min masad). 

Read the following keeping in mind the rule of the assimilation 
of the sakin nun-. 



'-This change happens in English also, e.g., illegal for inlegal, immortal for inmortal, 
irregular for inregular. 
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Lesson 56(A) 

You know that the double dammah , the double fathah and the double 
kasrah , known as the tanwin, are pronounced un, an and in respectively. So 
the above-mentioned rule of assimilation applies to the tanwin also. When 
the tanwin is followed by J< J or the o of the tanwin is assimilated to the 
following letter, e.g., 

is pronounced : wail-ul li-kulli (not : wail-un...). 

is pronounced : khair-um min (not : khair-un...). 

J is pronounce : rabb-ir rahim (not : rabb-in rahim). 

EXERCISE 

Read the following keeping in mind the rule of the assimilation of the nun 
and the tanwin to the following f < J and j : 
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Lesson 57 

When a sakin e)at the end of a word is followed by a j or <s the 
O is partially assimilated to the following letter. The j and lS are 
doubled in pronounciation, but the nasality of the d is retained, e.g., 

cr? is pronounced : miw wal (not : min wal) 
o* is pronounced : may yasha’(not : man yasha). 


Here the vowels i and a are pronounced like the vowels in the 

4 

Urdu-Hindi words \Ji (not) and (here). 


EXERCISE 
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Lesson 58 


When a scikin 0 is followed by ao>, the <j changes to^ 2 . To indicated this 
a small f is written aboved theo, e.g., 

rt It is pronounced : mim baini (not : min baini). 

This rule applies to the nun of the tanwin also, e.g., 

This is pronounced: summ-um bukm-un (not: summ-un bukm-un) 

This change happens even if the O and the are in a single word, e.g., 
i&^i.Itis pronounced : al-'ambiya'u (not : al-' anbiya’u). 

EXERCISE 



2 - This change happens in English also, e.g., unbalance for inbalance. 
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Lesson 59 

Assimilation takes place in other letters also. This is indicated by a 
shaddah on the letter following a sakin letter, e.g., 


^ <7 ^ 


This is pronounced : qat tabayyana (not : qad tabayyana) 
This is pronounced : bar rafa'ahullahu (not : bal...). 
There are some types of assimilation which are rare, e.g., 




loj tThis is pronounced : irkam ma‘ana (not irkab...). 



This is pronounced : nakhluk-kum (not : nakhluq-kum) 
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Lesson 60 (A) 

If a word ending in tanwtn is followed by hamzat al-wasl ! the 
tanwin is written as a small o below the hamzat al-wasU and 
this o carries kasrah , e.g.. 




♦ O 



] This is pronounced : nuhu nibnahu 



The hamzat al-wasl is an alif at the beginning of a word which is pronounced only 
when it is not preceded by any other word. When preceded by another word this alif is 
not pronounced. This alif has no sign above or below it, e.g., • 
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Lesson 60 (B) 


You know that double fathah is written with an alif which is not 
pronounced. This holds good also when the double fathah is 


followed by the small o , e.g., 


5,^ * This is pronounced : alima nillazina (not : alima ...) 
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Lesson 61 


If the long vowels I, iS and j carry this sign ( — ) , or this sign 

( ) they are pronounced with further lengthening, e.g., 

V C . This is pronounced : sha’a Here the pronounciation of 
takes thrice as much time as the pronounciation of the normal 
takes . 

Exercise 
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pi Pi 
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Lesson 62 


The letter having this sign ( x ) is not pronounced, e.g.. 
This is pronounced : lakinna (not : lakinna). 


This is pronounced : malaihi (not : malaihi). 
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Lesson 63 

When we pause at a word either at the end of an ayah or in the 
middle of it, the fathah, kasrah, dammah; and the double kasrah 
and double zammah at the end of a word are omitted, e.g., 



\ This is pronounced : allahu s-samad (not : s-samad-u) 
-Jh Here ar-rahim-iis pronounced : ar-rahim. 










Here ‘alamin-ais pronounced :‘alamin . 
I Here ahad- un is pronounced : ahad , 


l ^ 

cy*- 


Here sijjil-inis pronounced : sijjTl. 


Double fathah, however, is not omitted, but it is pronounced a e.g., 

^ s'* ' \ ^ 

Ur I jj\ j . Here azwaj-an is pronounced : azwaj-a. 

Exercise 
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Exercise 
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Lesson 64 


You already know that the letter £ occurs only at the end of a word. When we pause at 

• # 

a word ending with this letter, its vowel is omitted like the vowel of the other letters as 
explained in the previous lesson. In addition to that, this letter is changed 
from t to h, e.g., 


i J < ^ h — ' j ^ 

4j cLiiJj! This is pronounced : ula ika hum sharru 1-bariyyah 


(not : sharru 1-bariyyat). 
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Lesson 65 


Exercise 



\ 




dlSU! I’Jli 4 . 

/s' / V 




'y — 

-^ii ** jA ii / itYi 
• ♦♦ > 
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AT-TIBYAN presents a scientific method to leam to read the Glorious 
Qur’an. This method is based on the following factors : 

1) Arabic speech-sounds identical with those of the student’s language are 
presented first, followed by those that are similar but not identical. 
Arabic speech-sounds which are not found in the student’s language are 
taught at the end of the programme. 

2) Consonants are presented with the vowel-signs from the very beginning. 

3) At the very outset the student is made to read real words. 

4) The words used in each lesson contain only letters, vowel-signs, rules, etc. 
which have already been taught. So the student can read all these words 
by himself without the teacher’s help. 

Taught in this manner, learning the Arabic alphabet becomes a pleasure 
and learning time is considerably reduced. 

Dr. V. ABDUR RAHIM has been associated with the work of teaching 
Arabic as a foreign language for more than twenty live years. He is the author 
of many research books. His books “ al-mus’ if fi-lughati wa /” rabi surati 
yusif,” “ Nusus mina ’l-hadithi n’-nabawiyyi ‘sh-shanf” have been already 
published in India. A book titled, “Haj, Umra and Ziyarah” in English has also 
been published. He has served as a Professor in the Department ol Teaching 
Arabic as a Foreign Language at the Islamic University of Medina for two 
decades and at present he is serving as the Director, Translation Centre, King 
Fahd Quran Printing Complex, Madinah Munawarah. 

ISLAMIC FOUNDATION TRUST, CHENNAI is an organisation 
devoted to make Islam a living reality in our age. For this purpose, it aims at 
improving human communication and developing a better understanding ot 
Islam among all people of the world, Muslim and non-Muslim, so as to 
galvanise man to the message and ideal of One God and the unity of mankind, 
as brought by all the Prophets of God throughout the ages, last of whom was 
Prophet Muhammad (blessing of Allah and peace be upon him). An important 
aspect of the Foundation’s multifarious activities is publication of literature 
on Islam. 


Islamic Foundation Trust ISBN 81 232 0134 6 

IT Chennai - 600 012. S. INDIA 
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